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Chad paid his own way through college working 

as the Graphics Editor for the campus news-

paper along with an ROTC Scholarship in the 

Corp of Cadets.

Chad was a member of Texas 

A&M’s first National Champion-

ship Track and Field Team in 

2009, under the leadership of 

Coach Pat Henry.  

Chad released his first product 
line of Art in April.  A set of 6 

paintings raised over $49,000 
for A&M Student Scholar-

ships. A long way from painting 
seasonal murals on store-front 

windows at the age of 12.

Chad commanded 1 of 7 Army 
Reserve Units, personally selected by the President’s Cabinet, 

to Mobilize for the Emergency 
Relief Efforts of Hurricane Harvey 
2017.  His unit saved more than 
50 civilians less than 24 hours 
before the Arkema Chemical 
Plant explosion in Crosby, TX.

In Afghanistan, Chad ran the 

3rd largest Airfield in theater, 

and had the highest per-capita 

workload of the entire war.  His 

Airfield was in the top 10 highest 

traffic Arial Ports throughout the 

entire history of any war fought by 

any country.

Chad has spent the last 9 yrs 

as an Officer in the U. S. Army 

where he was deployed to Af-

ghanistan, certified in Global Logistic, 

and Mobilized for Hurricane Harvey.

In 2018, Chad was personally asked to join the executive staff of both a Major 

General and a Brigadier General.  Chad is currently on pace to becoming a 

1-Star General Officer.

Chad received his undergraduate 

degree in Electrical Engineering and 

later came back to A&M to begin 

working on his Master’s and PhD 

in Education, where he is currently 

developing research to improve the 

U. S. Public Education 

System.

During his 5 years at A&M, 

Chad volunteered at nearly all 

of Aggie Athletes Involved’s 

100+ events, including the 

“Aggie’s CAN” Drive and “Big 

Event,” as well as a handful of 

events hosted by St. Mary’s 

Catholic Church.

Chad 
   Stoermer ‘08

During the 2016 Olympic Sea-son, Chad was ranked 262nd in the entire world in pole vault.  He has trained with more than 50 Olympians and studied under more than 30 World Class Coaches.



Gershen Consulting offers personalized 
consulting and advisory services, including:

Growth, Sales, Marketing, Strategic Planning,
Executive Recruiting, HR Strategy, Exit Strategy,

and more.

Please call us for more information:
855-GERSHEN

www.gershenconsulting.comwww.gershenconsulting.com

2621 Persa, Houston, TX 77098
bgershen@gershenconsulting.com

Before welcoming thousands 
of Aggies for the 2018 football 

season, the hotel opened its 
doors to a handful of guests 

for a trial run.  
Thanks to Debra Johnson for 

inviting the Houston Aggies to 
be a part of this historic, 
once-in-a-lifetime event.  

Join us for a sneak peak 
in this issue of: 

deborah & rusty’s 
guest house getaway

The Houston A&M Club is the largest association 
of former students in the world. HAMC is run by 
volunteers and funded entirely by donations. 
Please ask your employer about matching your 
contributions to the Houston A&M Club.

Membership is FREE, but registration is required 
each year to ensure that our records remain 
current.

The HAMC is a tax-exempt, non-profit organi-
zation recognized under section 501(c)(3). Our 
Federal Tax ID# is 76-015741. 

HoustonAggie, P.O. Box 19534, Houston, Texas 
77224 -- www.HoustonAgs.org

The HoustonAggie Magazine, published four 
times per year (in March, June, September, and 
December), is the official publication of the 
HAMC and is free to all members. Opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the HAMC 
or the editor. Content may not be reprinted without 
the permission of the editor. 

Submissions are encouraged and should pertain 
to news/information relevant to Houston Aggies. 
Send to: 
HoustonAggie, c/o deborah lawson ’92
P.O. Box 940082, Houston, Texas 77094-7082
deborahlawson@aggienetwork.com.

Submissions may be edited for length, grammar, 
accuracy, or for any other reason. Articles may also 
appear on the HAMC’s website. Please contact the 
editor for additional information, including dead-
lines. 

For information on advertising in the 
HoustonAggie, please contact Elizabeth Hamburg 
’07 at elizabethhamburg@aggienetwork.com.

Because the Houston A&M Club’s mail is sent via 
bulk mail, it is not forwarded or returned. Please 
remember to update your address on the website: 
www.HoustonAgs.org.

Editor: deborah lawson ’92
Sponsors: Elizabeth Hamburg ’07



Sam Kotch ’20

We were invited to be guests at the 
soft opening of the new hotel on 
A&M’s campus, across the street from 
the new Kyle Field.  Knowing that we’d 
have to find a way to share this 
experience with the Houston Aggies, 
we prepared to write a travelogue 
featuring Rock & Rockelle as they drop 
their kids of for a new school year.  
But to try to put this hotel into words 
would do it a disservice.  The hotel is 
truly a magical place that has to be 
experienced.  So instead, we’ll show 
you.

Blaine 
Kaplani ’18,
Josh 
Barnhouse ’18, 
and
Angela 
Ronje ’20 
stand ready to 
greet you as 
you arrive.

Claire Bonaparte ’18 & Roni Burgos ’21

Reveille’s 
friends are 

welcome, too!
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888-65-GIGEM
www.texasamhotelcc.com

Danielle Manley ’18



To say the hotel bleeds 
maroon would be an 
understatement.  When 
you open the door, 
you’re met with floor to 
ceiling reminders that 
this is Aggieland!

Game day 
coffee will 
never be the 
same after 
you stay in a 
room with a 
personal k-cup 
machine and 
mini-fridge.

It’s the little 
things that 
matter most.
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GRACO MECHANICAL
Mechanical Contractors

Commercial - Industrial

Dick Graves ’51
5910 Schumacher

Jimmy Graves ’77
(713) 978-7000

Audiology
Balloon Sinuplasty

713.795.5343 • centerforent.com

Allergy & Sinus
Snoring & Sleep

Dr.  Krist in Marcum, Class of 2003

The Doug Pitcock ’49 Texas A&M Hotel and Conference Center has “190 employees on staff, proud 
to inherit an incredible spirit of hospitality on this campus. . . . All that matters is the stories that 
are told.  This is the guesthouse, where everyone should stay because our team delivers an 
experience that is worth it.”  

~ Benchmark CEO Alex Cabañas, recognizing that the story that will be told is about how amazing the service is.

Got a
little
story

for you 
Aggies!

“This is the greatest gift that the system has given Texas A&M.  This is the second gift.  The first 
was Kyle Field.  And the first thing I did was move the cannon from under my suite, to under his.”  

~President Michael K. Young after receiving the ceremonial “key” from Chancellor John Sharp.
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Fred Caldwell . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘82

Susan Caldwell . . . . . . . . . . . ‘82

Ronnie Hale. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘82

Flint Risien . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘82

Sandy Kelly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘87

Peter Barnhart . . . . . . . . . . . ‘93

Clint Cooper . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘99

Jerry Hlozek . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘00

Brent Houser. . . . . . . . . . . . . '01

Brandi Ring-Cooper . . . . . . ‘03

Nick Terry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘04

Travis Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘04

Jack Russo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘05

John Ginder . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘05

Miranda Hadamik. . . . . . . . . ‘06

Spencer Striegler . . . . . . . . ‘06

Jessica Claros . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘07

Todd Johnson. . . . . . . . . . . . ‘08

Clay Roper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘08

Blake Virgilio. . . . . . . . . . . .  ‘08

Hunter Grimes . . . . . . . . . . . ‘10

Daniel Greco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘12

David Claros . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘12

Ron Roberson. . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘13

Evin Hirschi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘13

Drew Stewart . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘13

Yi Xue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘14

Miranda Waller . . . . . . . . . . . ‘14

Tayler Slocum . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘15

Larson McQuary. . . . . . . . . . . ‘16

DEVELOPMENT     INVESTMENT     BROKERAGE     MANAGEMENT

Caldwell Companies is a 

fully-integrated real estate 

services and development firm 

providing commercial and 

residential development, office, 

industrial, retail and land 

brokerage and property 

management. We are committed 

to the practice of doing business 

with a true sense of purpose – 

building community.

713.690.0000
CaldwellCos.com

Houston         College Station        The Woodlands



The restaurant has a contemporary country-chic feel a la southwest trendy meets country 
kitchen, but with a hint of steampunk added for flavor.  Somehow the dark wood floors, walls, 
and tables, blend seamlessly with the elemental accessories - soft succulents, metallic seats, 
stainless steel serving-ware, and glass, well, glasses.    
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Hell’s Eggs are like 
deviled eggs, but with a 
subtle heat; the candied 
bacon is the secret

Caesar’s Salad with 
house-fried croutons 
& parmesan crisps

Black Bean Soup with house-
made sour cream, cilantro, 

& candied bacon

Rebecca Tague ’21 exemplified 
“service with a smile,” sharing her 
unique Aggie story with us over 
an epic multi-course meal.
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Coriander Tenderloin  
with chimichurri sauce, 

served with bread-crusted, pan-seared, 
parmesan asparagus

Honey Fried Chicken 
with scratch biscuits & 
home-made whipped butter

Seared Salmon “Fish of the Day” 
with a garlic butter sauce, 

served with green beans in walnut sauce

Butterscotch Pudding
with salted caramel sauce

and a snickerdoodle

Purple
Mashed Potatoes

Heaven & Hell Cake
layers of peanut butter 

trapped between
Angel & Devil’s Food
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The Block T Bar, a two-story bar with a terrace 
overlooking Kyle Field, named for the Fightin’ 
Texas Aggie Band’s famous formation, hopes 
to capture the millennial market by combining 
classic cocktails and local pours in an upscale 
atmosphere.  “The bar is where the energy will 
be, while the upstairs lounge is for relaxation,” 
says David Young.  What’s unique, you ask?  
“Liquid nitrogen!  We’re creating a house mar-
garita and creating exciting new drinks.”

The upstairs lounge will 
be the perfect place to 
kick back after the game.
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Somehow the mahogany leather bar 
stools blend with the pigskin chairs 
and beige benches, completing the 
perfect space for game-watching.

KEEP SMILING.

Fellow, Academy of General Dentistry
Celebrating 20 Years in Briargrove Park

JohnCookDDS.com  |  713-974-4700
7500 San Felipe, Suite 850, Houston, TX 77063

John M. Cook, DDS
Cosmetic & Reconstructive Dentistry

Mention this ad and 

SAVE 
$100

on the ZOOM! 
Professional Teeth 
Whitening System.
Promotion ends 8/31/16.
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Cook_DDS_Save-100-Ad_7.5x5.pdf   1   5/11/16   4:33 PM



http://tamhnhouston.altervista.org/

Register at 
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Try to resist the magnetic pull of the grass that 
begs you to lie back and day dream about sunny 

days on North Beach.

As you lounge in the secluded rooftop pool, you can watch the sunset over the Academic 
Building’s patinaed dome, the majestic monolith of Rudder Tower, or the epic Kyle Field.   



As the largest independent insurance firm 
based in Texas, we strive for excellence, 
integrity, leadership, loyalty, respect and 
selfless service as your local broker.

Alan Fisherman, ‘71
Paige M. Cokinos, ‘78
Alan Ponder, ‘80
Koby Hackradt, ‘98
Michael Maddux, ‘99
Joe Bloodworth, ‘02
Lindsay Ewart, ‘06
James Lee, ‘07
Bradford McKinney, ‘07
Kyle J. Schielack, ‘08
Nicole Edge, ‘08
Ryan Gersch, ‘10
Noah M. Mathews, ‘17
Addie Hilliard, ‘18

higginbotham.net
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For those Aggies who cannot leave their workouts at home, the guest house offers all the 
modern conveniences of torture, I mean, fitness.



COKINOS ENERGY CORPORATION
5718 WESTHEIMER, SUITE 900, 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77057 
PHONE  713-974-0101 

 
MICHAEL COKINOS '77 - PRESIDENT 

KEVIN COKINOS '84 – VICE PRESIDENT 
CHRISTOPHER COKINOS '87 – VICE PRESIDENT 

HOUSTON    •    SAN ANTONIO 
AUSTIN    •    DALLAS/FT. WORTH

713-535-5500  |  cokinoslaw.com

COKINOS | YOUNG 
Four Houston Center 

1221 Lamar Street, 16th Floor 
Houston, TX  77010

Chase ’18 and Cassie ’18 
introduced us to the Maroon & 
White Latte (an Aggie take on a 
raspberry white chocolate latte) 
and the Sugar Daddy Latte (a 
bourbon caramel, brown 
sugar, cinnamon confection), 
the signature drinks of The 
Junction Market Café.  For a 
more traditional pick-me-up, 
try the Maroon Eye, black 
coffee with a shot of expresso, 
served hot or cold.
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Jeff Wier wasn’t sure that he wanted 
us to go, but he kept our bags safe 
until we had no choice.

It’s not 
game day 
without 
Bus 12.

In case you’re feeling a bit nostalgic, 
it may help to know that this hotel 
started off as “Cain Hall Hotel,” and 

that tradition will live on forever.

Special thanks to 
Debra Johnson, TAMU Hotel 
Hospitality Sales & Marketing 

Consultant, and 
Claire Weatherby, future 
Aggie, for making this a 
spectacular experience

(and sharing photos with me).



2018 
GUARDIAN OF THE 

HUMAN SPIRIT LUNCHEON

Honoring

Texas A&M University
Corps of Cadets

and

Aggie Liberators of WWII

 
Wednesday, November 14, 2018

Noon
Hilton Americas-Houston

Tables from $2,500 and Tickets from $250
For more information: spiritlunch@hmh.org 

Each year, Holocaust Museum Houston recognizes a prominent 
communitarian with the Guardian of the Human Spirit Award. 
The award was established in 1997 as a platform for acknowledging 
both individuals and organizations that have demonstrated a true 
commitment to service and have reached beyond themselves to build 
an open-minded society for the enrichment of the local population.

Holocaust Museum Houston is dedicated to educating people about 
the Holocaust, remembering the 6 million Jews and other innocent 
victims and honoring the survivors’ legacy. Using the lessons of the 
Holocaust and other genocides, we teach the dangers of hatred, 
prejudice and apathy.

Formal invitation to follow

SAVE THE DATE
In January 2015, Miss Dallas 

Madison Fuller ’17, joined the 
Houston Aggie Women 

for lunch.  On September 9th, 
this extraordinary young Aggie 
competes for the chance to be 

Miss America 2.0.  

Gig ’em, Madison! 
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Houston Aggie Women Lunch
Bush School Ambassadors 
September 11 - 11:30 a.m.

Houston Aggie Women 
Wine Dinner

Merrill and Paul Bonarrigo
Messina Hof Winery 

September 19 - 6 p.m.

St. Jude’s Walk
September 22 - 8-11am

Houston Aggie Women 
Kendra Gives Back Event

October 18 - 6-8pm

more info: 
www.facebook.com/houaggiewomen
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Business Insurance - Health and Benefits
14906 FM 529 RD. HOUSTON, TX 77095

281.656.3000	 www.carrollins.com

David A. Carroll, CIC, CRM ’80 
David B. Carroll, CIC ’08

Scott Hunter, CIC ’05
Andrew Keller ’13

Darnella Rodriguez ’15
Glenn Scott ’16

Kelsey McCabe ’15
Courtney Guess ’16
Holly Jensen ’16

About the Art:

“I was always taught that ‘people 
connect to people.’ Athletics is the 
celebration of the movement of people.” 

The featured painting is a very large and 
finely inked collection of all 18 varsity 
sports at Texas A&M and the celebration 
of their unique individual movements, 
carefully compartmentalized in one co-
hesive piece.  The style stems from the 
art of ‘classic figure drawing’ and ‘con-
tinuous contour.’  Using a cocktail of 
good ol’ fightin’ Texas Aggie Team Spirit 
and elegant use of negative spacing and 
portraiture, the result was truly 
impressionable.

Note from the Artist, Chad Stoermer ’08:

“I consider it a privilege to use my ability to commemorate the 
A&M Athletic Department.  I couldn’t have done what I have in 
my life without the help of the Texas A&M Athletic Community. 
It is a truly incredible family that has helped me become the 
man I am today. I am very grateful for the opportunities it has 
provided me.”

Coach’s Night 
Donor Spotlight
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M E M B E R  F D I C

Frost is proud to support the Houston A&M Club.  And we’d be proud to help you along your financial journey too.

Visit us at one of our 32 Houston area financial centers or call (800) 51-FROST.

W E  B E L I E V E  I N  LOYA LT Y  TO O.

Thank You to our 
Title Sponsor


